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this career, except for those who saw in the secure, though very
modest, financial situation a good alternative either to unemploy-
ment or to a perpetual struggle for a living. The preference
given to politically reliable elements did not have a good effect
on the standard of teachers, especially in the universities, but
culture has not thereby been completely stifled or directed into
one path. The Endclopedia Italiana has been written to a very
large extent by university teachers, and is a document of a very
rich, and on the whole, independent cultural life. The pre-
dominance of political interests and the inroads of Party men-
tality into the schools came rather too late to affect them on a
very large scale and to break completely a quite good tradition.
The class of teachers, as it was on the eve of the war, was certainly
adapting itself to Fascism more and more, but it was very far
from being absorbed by it or impregnated with its ideology. The
special organizations for teachers were a complete failure; and
the Party itself had a very loose grip on the schools from the
point of view of the teachers.
Fascism could never find a definition for itself. The vicissi-
tudes of educational institutions in the last twenty years have
shown how planless Fascist policy has been. The Fascist doc-
trine itself was either Gentile's idealism, nourished for a long
time on liberal principles, or syndicalism, sometimes extremely
democratic, at other times aristocratic. Everything that might
be or look successful was termed Fascist, whether it had been
initiated by the State, the Party, or by individuals. The vague
conception of nationalism, which includes so many good aspects,
was appropriated in full by Fascism; and so were those of sense of
duty, respect for authority, and progress in a material and techni-
cal sense. Having absorbed and monopolized a great number of
ideas and given an immense impulse to some of them, either old
or new, the label of Fascism was applied to many good or neces-
sary things. Sporting activities became Fascist, just like charit-
able organizations. It is therefore difficult to see to what extent
nationalism in education is bound up with Fascism; and it would
be unjust to suspect all big sporting organizations because they
have progressed under Fascism. On the other hand there are
some aspects in Italian life that have prospered under Fascism,
like blackmailing, which do not necessarily require a Party or a
Duce to go on undisturbed. If one wants to extirpate the Fascist
disease, which lies primarily in the disregard for individual
rights and in aggressiveness, one must be careful not to kill
all the sources of life which have worked with and through
Fascism.
The school system, as has been shown, preserves the main